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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 


In studying the European backgrounds of the American 
immigration of the nineteenth century it is important to 
examine the vast advertising movement that carried the story 
of the United States to all parts of the Old World. Norway 
offers an excellent illustration of the main phases of this 
movement. When the nineteenth-century emigration from 
that country began in 1825, the people of Norway knew very 
little about trans-Atlantic conditions. Not only was the coun- 
try isolated to a considerable extent from the rest of Europe 
but the people themselves, because of geographical barriers 
and lack of easy means of communication, were divided into 
groups differing considerably in customs and dialect, many 
of them to an astonishing degree isolated. As late as 1836 a 
Norwegian bonde went down from his native district to a sea- 
port town and there for the first time in his life heard “‘ about 
a country that was called America.” * Probably in many parts 
of continental Europe, even where isolation was not so extreme 
as in the Norwegian valleys, the peasants were blissfully 
ignorant of the glories of distant America. Samuel Topliff, 
a Yankee who traveled in France in 1828 and 1829, records 
that many of the people whom he met did not know about such 
a country. ‘‘ Some appeared to stare and look as if they never 
before heard the name.” ” 

In Norway the letters that came from emigrants who had 
dared the perils of the journey across the Atlantic and into 


1 The bonde was Ole Nattestad, who visited Stavanger with his brother 
Ansten in the year indicated, and returned to his home in Numedal to 
ponder upon his own economic difficulties and the possible escape from 
them that America opened up to him. The next year the two brothers 
emigrated. Svein Nilssen interviewed the Nattestads many years later and 
gives a full report, with long quotations, in “ De Skandinaviske Setlementer 
i Amerika,” in Billed-magazin, 1: 82-84, 94, 102-104. 

2 Topliff, Letters from Abroad in the Years 1828-1829, 198, as quoted 
in George M. Stephenson, A History of American Immigration 1820-1924, 
6 (Boston and New York, 1926). 
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the American interior were practically the only available 
sources of information about the New World in the twenties 
and early thirties. They were read with keen interest by those 
who received them, and were then copied and recopied, carried 
from one farmhouse to another, and gradually disseminated 
throughout whole districts. “ America letters’’ they were 
commonly called, and not infrequently they gave rise to a 
burning desire to emigrate, a spirit that was appropriately 
termed the “America fever.” ° Not until 1838 was a printed 
handbook of information about the United States made avail- 
able. This book was Ole Rynning’s True Account of America, 
a valuable work written in Illinois by an immigrant of 1837.* 
In the late thirties and early forties a number of books and 
pamphlets relating to America were published in Norway, and 
soon the printed records of personal experiences were supple- 
mented by advertising pamphlets issued by states, railway 
companies, land companies, and other organizations which, for 
one reason or another, desired to stimulate the emigration. 
The immigrants and travelers whose writings were circu- 
lated throughout Norway did not consciously fit their testi- 
mony in with all that had been said and written before. They 
sent back their own independent versions of things seen and 
heard, and the result, taken as a whole, was a report on a grand 
scale to the people of Norway. Naturally there were on the 
one hand, errors and exaggerations as a result of undue 
optimism, while on the other hand hardships and discourage- 
ment sometimes resulted in reports unwarrantedly pessimistic 
in tone. The readers in Norway in many instances were thus 
able to compare the reports of both the successful and the 
unsuccessful immigrants, and to see both sides of the situation. 
Peter Testman, a tinner in the city of Stavanger, Norway, 
emigrated in the spring of 1838, together with two brothers 


3 A typical “ America letter” — one written by Gjert G. Hovland from 
Rochester, New York, on April 22, 1835 —is translated by the writer in 
the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 9: 68-75 (June, 1922). 

* An English translation of this book was brought out, with the original 
text, in volume 1 of the present Travel and Description Series. 
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and three other men. He took the route by way of Bremen 
and New York, and under the leadership of the veteran emi- 
grant guide, Cleng Peerson, journeyed to the little Norwegian 
settlement in Shelby County, Missouri, the site of which had 
been selected the year before by Peerson. As a result of his 
experiences in this pioneer community, Testman decided to 
return to Norway, and this he did in the spring of 1839. His 
journey took him to the Fox River settlement of Norwegians 
in Illinois and to Chicago, and thence east by way of the Great 
Lakes, the Erie Canal, and the Hudson River. After his 
return to Norway he wrote a small book in which he told the 
story of his adventure. 

Testman returned to Norway empty-handed and disillu- 
sioned. Unwittingly he had embarked upon his great adven- 
ture at a time when the United States was in the slough of 
depression that followed the panic of 1837. His case may be 
considered as a human footnote bearing upon those fluctua- 
tions in migration that economists have charted in relation to 
business cycles. His story might have been a pessimistic one 
even if he had chosen a settlement in America less unfortunate 
in its economic development than the Shelby County colony 
in Missouri. That he went to one of the least successful of 
the Norwegian settlements in America certainly accounts in 
part for the gloomy picture that he painted of the New World. 
As an antidote to the books that were picturing America in 
colors altogether too bright and thus raising expectations that 
could not be fulfilled, Testman’s narrative doubtless served 
a useful purpose. He showed that the American streets were 
not paved with gold. He warned the Norwegians that the 
long journey was fraught with perils and that its financial cost 
was heavy. He pointed out that the dreams of the emigrants 
were too bright. His account is undoubtedly one-sided, but 
it is none the less a vivid and detailed first-hand record of an 
immigrant’s experiences and is therefore worthy of study by 
those who would understand the story of immigrant settlement 
in the West. It is of interest also for its faithful presentation 
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of the details of the journey and its descriptions of the chang- 
ing scenes that the traveler viewed. 

The only known copy of Testman’s book is that in the 
public library of Bergen, Norway. Through the courtesy of 
the officials of that institution and of the director of the national 
archives in Oslo, a photostatic copy of the volume was obtained 
by the Norwegian-American Historical Association. From 
the photostats zinc etchings have been made, and it is therefore 
possible to present in the following pages a facsimile of the 
original text. The original was discovered in Bergen by Mr. 
Gunnar J. Malmin, who spent the year 1924-25 in Norway 
as an agent of the Carnegie Institution of Washington. Mr. 
Malmin at that time supplied the Minnesota Historical Society 
with a transcript of the book. This was used in making an 
English translation that was brought out in the June, 1925, 
number of Minnesota History, the quarterly organ of the 
Minnesota Historical Society. This translation, with a few 
minor changes, is incorporated in the present edition, which 
brings together the original text and an English translation for 
the first time. In making the translation the writer had the 
efficient assistance of his sister, Miss Anne H. Blegen, and in 
the final revision much help was received from Dr. Grace Lee 
Nute, curator of manuscripts for the Minnesota Historical 
Society. 
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Peter Testman, 
Blitfenflager. 


———— 


Stavanger, 
Tryft hos V. C. Kielland. 


AS31. 


Cor 15 a 16 Aar tilbage begnndte Udsvandringerne fra 
Morge til be forenede nordamericanffe Friftater, efterat de 
allerede lange havde fundet Sted fra de fydlige europeiffe 
Lande, og de Have i be fidfte Aaringer merfelig tiltaget, 
Hvilfet vel fornemmelig Har Havt fin Grund i de tilloffende 
Fortallinger, fom de tidligere Udvandrede ved deres Vefag 
i Fadrenelandet gave om det Lands Herligheder, Hort be 
nu havde tilbrage nogle Aar. Disfe Fortellingers Cros 
werdighed beftyrEedes deduden iffe lidet ved de mange Breve, 
fom disje Befegende gjecne Havde med fig fra de & Ame: 
vica verende Morffe til dered Slegt og Benner her é 
Norge, Hhvilfe Breve vajten alle uden Undtagelfe indeholde 
te famme Lovtaler over det fremmede og langtbortliggende 
Land. Dette opvatte naturligviis Lyften Hos Flere cil liz 
geledes at forfege dered Lyfe ¢ be lovprifte Egne, hvor faa 
Mange af dered udvandrede Landsmand, og deriblandt de: 
tes egen Slagt og Benner, befandt fig faa lyfEelige; Her: 
til bleve de desduden af d¢ Defogende Eraftigen opmuntrede, 
0g Udvandringerne Herfra kegyndte nu mear€eligen at tiltage. 
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En lenge neret Lengfel efter at befes dette Land, 
0g om muligt at bofette mig det, blev ved faa mange bes 
Hagelige Efterretninger ogfaa Hos mig bragt cil en faft 
Beflutning, da jeg ved Agerdyrfning og Fadrife troede 
der at funne finde en fri 0g behagelig Naringsvel. 

* Fil den Ende opgav jeg allerede tidlig om Foraaret 
1837 min Neringsrettiahed & Sravanger, Hvor jeg Hhideil 
Havde veret bofat; men da jeg formedelit adjfiltige cilfte- 
deride Omftandigheder blev Hindret fra at benytte mig af 
den Skibsleilighed, fom é detce Aars Gommer afgi€ Hers 
fra til Mew-YorE, faa forblev jeg Her indtil nate Foraar 
1838. illigemed Qe af mine Bradre og endnu 3 arfdre 
Perfoner afceifte jeg & Begyndelfen af Mai Herfra, og tog 
Veien over Bremen, & den Tanfe, der at finde defto fna: 
rere Leilighed over Havet til Mew-YorE; men Heri bleve 
vi ffuffede, da wt maatte ligge og vente dercfter & fulbe 3 
User, og imidlertid betale en dye Rojt og Logis. Under 
dette Ophold havde jeg Anledning cil at bejee den tydiFe Gord: 
bund ved Bremerhayn — Hvorcil vi vare anforme — 0g 
opad Floden Wejer cil Bremen.  Egnen var overalt vel 
dyrfcc, tat bebygget og frembed for Diet et bebhage: 
ligt Syn. De frugtbare MRugagre ftode allerede, ends 
PFjonde det fort var i Begyndelyen af Suni Maaned, é 
Ar. Seg forbaujedes naften over Srerrelfen af de Krea: 
ture, fom ¢ Managde gif og grasjede pana en ftor feed 
Slette; efter Sigende fal enfelte af dem opveie 3 gode 
Kreature af vore og malfe indtil 20 Porter ad Gangen. 

Wi afreifte endelig fra Bremerhavn med en der Hjem: 
mehorende Hurtia{cilende ny Brig, fom atene var fragtet 
af 0g med Pasfaacrer fra forfFjcllige Cgue af Tyd land. 
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Modvind foraarfagede, at Capitainen forandrede fin fer(ts 
tagne Cours og ftyrede nordem Sfotland. Wi maatte fnare 
erfare det Ubequemme og Mangelfulde ¢ vor Seilling., Da 
en faa ftor Mengde Menneffer var fammenpaffee i et 
fnevert Rum, blev Luften meget qvalm og ufund; Hertil 
fom, at Maden, fom vi Havde betinget of ombord, nefter 
altid war faa falt, at vi blot Eunde nyde Lidet decaf, ifer 
ba vi iffe bleve tildeelte faa meget frifft Band, fom vi be: 
Hevede; mange mindre Ulemper ef at omtale. 

Efeer Henimod 8 Ugers Seilads anfom vi lnffelig til 
vort ferfte Geftemmelfesfted New:Yorf. Med faa Und- 
tagelfer Havde vi frydfet of frem & en naften uafladelig 
Beftenvind og vi vare nu glade, at vi ffulde flippe ud t 
det Grie figefom af et Fengfel. Cn tor Deaksbaad eller 
Segt afhentede of 0g lagde forft hen til cn ftor omflyde 
Brygge, med adffillige Gndcetninger til Kleders Rensning, 
Hvor alt wort Tei blew vifiteret; det fom befandtes urcent, 
maatte iffe bringes & Land ferend bet var toet. Da dette 
var ffeet, bleve vi paa den famme Baad Henfatte til en af 
Sradens Brygger paa ben fydlige Rant, Hvor en (tor 
Mangde MennejFer, fom allerede var forfamlet, ftrar om: 
tingede 06, fovat fortjene Noget med at Ejare eller bare 
vort Toi, En flor Deel Herbergerere trangte ogfaa ind 
paa og, forat tilbyde 06 Herberge.  Fol€etrenafelen og 
Tummelen var faa ftor, at vi neppe Eunde trange o8 frem. 
Nort Tot funde vi iffe pasfe faa vel paa, fom det her jor: 
tes fornodent, og det war derfor en ftor Lyfe, at wi des: 
uagtet Sutet mijtede, faamegetmere fom de forffjcllige Pas: 
fagerers Tei efter Rificeringen blew Eaftet om Hinanden ned 
i Hummet af Dekgbaaden, og nu paa Bogne Fert til 


IT 
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forffjellige Kanter af Byen, Bi Norfe coge tnd ¢ et 
fimpelt Herberge, men Hvor alligevel Hver Perfor maatte 
give 2 Pjafter*) dagltg for RKoft og Logis. 

J New-YorE opholde vi o8 paa den femte Dag, for 
at bringe vore Gager i Orden. Noget Merrkeligt fremfor 
é enhver anden ftor Stad fom mig iffe for Mine; derimod 
tildrog en Sernbane, fom gif ud fra den nordlige Rant af 
Ctaden, med dens Dampvogne, fig min Opmectjombed. 
Denne Snodretning var den for(te af det Slags, jeg havde 
fect, 0g jeg var derfor nyggjervig efter at betragte noget 
noiere faavel Bognene fom Banen, Hvorfor jeg fil ifinde 
at gjore en liden Tour paa den. Med Flere af mit Folge 
fteeg jeg derfor ind & en af Vognene i Rakfen, og ¢ min: 
dre end en Halv Time fore ve ud cil den nordlige Kant 
af den 9, fom Staden er bygget paas en Vet af noget 
over 8 engelife Mile. Denne Bane var dobbel, faa at 
medens Vognene paa den ene Side afgi€ fra Sraden, fom 
de paa den anden Gide cilbage cil famme. Den var an: 
lagt najten vandret, faa at alle d¢ Ujavnheder, hvorigien: 
nem den ferte, vare igjennemffaarne, Ce Bjerg, fom var 
gjennemmineret & en Langde af omtrent 3 engelife Mile, 
Har ijar foftee meget Arbeide. ‘Paa en cemmelig lang 
Srrafning (tod Byergee fom en Hvalving over Banen og 
Dannede en faafaldee Tunnel. Da wi vare anfomne cil 
den nordlige Nant af Hen, Hor Bognene flandfede, [rege 
vt af 0g forcroge em VBandring cilfods, for at bejce Landec 
deromfcing, og fandt vi da, at Sordem overalt maatre gj 


“y En Pjafter eller Dollar Har 100 Gents eller i norike Penge 
U2 Stitling Suto. 
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des 0g byrkes godt for at give fin Frugt. Wi opdagede 
Her nogle Ruiner af (maa Faftningsverfer fra ben Tid 
da Hollenderne befad denne Con, Hvilfe uden Ivivl Hav: 
de tjent dem til Forfvar mod Landets vilbe Gndbyggere. 

Bor Beftemmelfe var, at befomme et Styffe Land, 
Hvoraf vi funde Have vort Ophold ved AgerdyrEning og 
Hedrife. Til Hette Diemed maatte vi begive of lengere 
ind ¢ Landet. J Omegnen af Mew-YorE var der nemlig 
fun lider Zand at erholde, og det til en Priis af over 
300 Pjajtre pr. Acre*). Dagen for vor Afceife fra Mew: 
YorE traf vi en af vore Landsmend, fom var af de forfte 
Udvandrede fra den veftlige Rant af Norge. Han var 
nu jut paa en Reife fra de veftlighte Stater, og ffulbe 
vende Hjem igjen. Nan opmuntrede os cil at felge fig, 
og beifrev Sraten Neisfourt, Hvor Han boer, fom udmer: 
Ect ffjen og Herlig, Wt famtyffede ¢ at folge ham derhen, 
og jeg ijar af den Aarfag, for & Ham at faae en Veivifer 
03 TolE, ba Han var meget bereift & alle de nordlige Sta: 
ter og talede temmelig flydende Engelff. 

faa en (tor Deafsbaad med Tag over, fom tilligemed 
5 Andre Gleve furrede fait cil begge Gider af e¢ Damp: 
fartot, veifte vi opad Hudjonsfloden cil Albany: en Bei af 
150 engelife Mile Derfra toge vi ombord & ey Canal: 
baad, for at fortjatte Reijen igjennem Crie Canal, efterat 
vort Toi var blewen vetet. For Hert Centner (LOO #) 
betaltes tgjennem denne Canal 91 Cents, Da denne Frage 
var erlagt af Pagjagererne, blev Baaden tru€Eer ind paa 
en ftor VegtFaal, fom Hang dybt ned ¢ Vander; bette 


*) En Acre ce ometcene en nocf— Sende Land. 


14 


TESTMAN’S EXPERIENCES IN AMERICA 


blew berefter udtappet ved Siufer, og Baaden med Hele 
bens Ladning veiet, for at beregne Canalpengene, fom 
Slipperen Havde at betale, En faadan Canalbaad fan 
rumme fra 100 til 150 Tender; Andre, fom bloc fere 
Lat uden Pasfagerer, rumme ¢ Almindelighed det Dobs 
belte. 

Baaden, Hvorpaa vi ceifte, lev Nat og Dag trutfet 
af 2de Hefte; men vi avancecede iffe ret Hurtige fremad, 
da Heftene formedel(t den fvere Laft ftedfe maatte gaae 
Sfridtgang. De faafaldce Paquetbaade derimod, fom Its 
geledes pasfere denne Canal, og det blot med Pasfagerer, 
Have 3 Hefte, 0g gaae over dobbele fan Hurtig; men Frags 
ten med disfe fidfte Baade udgjer ogfaa indtil det Firedobs 
belte, mod Hvad man betaler for de Forfte. Wed de mans 
ge Byer, Hvorigjennem bemeldte Canal gaaer, blew der ens 
ten losfer eller ladet, Hvilfet ogfaa foraarfagede nogen Sor: 
finfelfe i vor Reife. Lewnetsmidlerne ware paa disfe See: 
der temmelig dbyre: 1B Smor foftede fra 18 cil 25 Cents, 
1 @ Gleff 12 a 16 Ces., 1 B Kjod 8 a 10 Ces., 1 
Pot Melé 6 Ces., 1 Brod, iffe ftorre end at det udgiorde 
et Maaltid for eer Perfor, 6 Cents, og andre Ting é 
famme Gorhold. Da vi efter 6 Dagesd Forled anfom til 
Rodefter, —der ligger 270 engelife Mile fra Albany — 
tavede vi her et Par Dage hos de Faa af vore Lands: 
mend, fom der opholdt fig. Bore Reifefel|fab blev paa 
dette Sted forsget med Flere af disfe Norike, faa at vi 
iatt udgjorde 22 Perfoner. RNeften alle de, fom faatedes 
fluttede fig cil 08, vare é fattige Omftandigheder og bleve 
tildecls af vor Ledfager overtalede cil at folge med. Wi 
anfom derefter til Guffalo, beliggende ved den oitlige Bund 
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af Erie Sg, 93 engelfle Mile fra Rochefter, Gvor Ca: 
nalen ender. Her toge pi ombord é et ftort Dampilis, 
fom var beftemt lige til Chicago & Glinois: en Srratning 
af Henimod 1000 engelffe Mile Sovet; men vor Ledfager 
overtalede 6 til iffe at reife derhen, da vort Tol derfra 
endnius maatte tranéporteres 100 engelife Mile landverts, 
Hvilten Irangport vilde Blive meget foftbar, fordé der fra 
fidftnevnte Sred endnu iffe var anlage nogen Serndane. 
Da vi anfom til Cleveland & Ohio Srat, 193 engelffe 
Mile fra Buffalo, begave vt o6 derfra atter ombord & en 
Canalbaad, for at fortfette vor Bet igjennem Ohto Canal 
0g derfra videre paa Floderne Ohio og Mrisfisfippé til vort 
Beftemmelfested & Misfouct. Denne Forandring & vor 
Reifeplan var jeg lenge imod, af den Aarfag, at jeg af 
tryfte Deretninger Havde erfaret, at naften alle de nord: 
americanffe Glodec ¢ ben terre Aarstidb —Hvori vi netop 
nu befande o6— favde meget lavt Band, og vare derfor 
vanffelige at befare.  Udfaldet vifte, ac dette & Dandhed 
forholde fig fan, Hvilfet lengere nedenfor {fal nermere blive 
fortalr. Ohio Canal gaaer fra Mord mod Syd fordetmefte 
igjennem ode med Cfov begroede Landftrafninger, men 
fom allerede ere opfjebte af rige Mand pr. Speculation. 
Derte er Aarfagen cil at Landet endnu ligger faa ode. 
Gaa lange vor Reife varede paa denne 306 engelffe 
Mile lange Canal, vare vi iffe udfatte for nogen videre 
Befverligheder; men da vi vare anfomne cil Portsmouth, 
hvor Canalen ender, fi€ vi ftrar et iffe lider anftrangende 
Arbeide, forbunden med betydelige Pengeudgifrer , for at 
fane vort Tai bragt Hen til det i Ohio: Floden liggende 
Dampifib, da Scioto sFloden, fom vb cil ben Ende frulde 
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fate over, Havde faa lavt Band, at Canalbaaden iffe funs 
be Befare den. Li maatte nu alle begnnde at udlosfe af 
Canalbaaden de mange rildecls meget cunge Rifter og Pak: 
fer, 0g atter lasfe dem op paa Bogne, Hvorpaa de bleve 
transporterede Hen til Bredden af Ohio-Floden, Hvor vi 
naturligniié maatre gjentage det famme tunge Arbeide, for 
at face dem over i Dampffibet. Mu Havde vi paa denne 
Glod en Veilengde for o8 af 619 engelife Mile ferend vt 
funde naae Misfisfippi, & Hvilfen den leber ud. Obio er 
vel & Almindeliqghed feilbar for Dampitibe fra Pitredurg 
af og nedefrer & en Lengde af over 970 engelffe Mile til 
dens Udlob; men dette ex iffe Tilfelder & den terre Aaré: 
tid, og denne Gang var ben endog faa liden, at vi over 
20 Gange ftode fat paa Grund, ved Hvilfe Lciligheder vi 
iffe ficldc maatte udlosfe ale vort Tei i Pramme og ders 
med fare hen til de dybdere Seeder i Floden, for der igjen 
at indlade det i Dampjfibet, naar dette Havde arbeidet fig 
los, — hvil€ee ofte iffe Iyffedes ferend efter 24 a 30 
Timers Anjtrangelfe, Men paa We Sreder var det al: 
deles umuligt for Séibee at fomme over Banferne, af 
Hhvilfen Auarjag vi maatte begive o6 med alt vort Tei over 
i andre Dampifibe, fom laae nedenfor disje Grunde, hoor: 
ved Fragten blev dobbele, imod Hrad den cllerés var bleven 
paa den Hele Veilangde fra Portemouch cil Se. Louis, 
uden at tale om ‘Provianten, byoraf vi for en jaa lang 
Tid —bhveri Heijen bley forjinfec— maacce foerjone o¢ 
indeil dee Fembdobbelee, Denne blew cildeels endoa, imod 
Horventning, dyrere jo langere vi avancerede indi Lander; 
faaledes fteeg f. Er. Prijem paa Mel& indril dec Dobbeite 
0g Potatos foftede fra 3 til 4 Pjajtre pr. Tonde. 
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Da Gommerheden under Hele denne Deel af vor Neife 
var faa tryffende, at vi endog fvedede & en ftillefiddende 
Tilftand, faa funde det iffe feile, ac Mange af vore Folge, 
ved faa uafladelige 0g haarde Anftrangelfer, hvorunder Sves 
den aldeles gyennembledte vore Rieder, — maatte blive 
foge. Den Ene efter den Anden faftedes paa Sygeleier, 
0g Herved Bleve Befverlighederne og Anftrengeljerne end 
mere foregede for dem, fom endnu funde Holde fig paa 
Godderne. Denne Sfjwebne came endog Flere af dem, 
fom allerede Havde opholdt fig naften 3 Aar & Ameria, 
0g forhen udfolde meget haarde Sygdomme ber, fom en 
Gelge af det uvante Clima. Det vat nacurligt, at Leng: 
felen efter at funne fee en Ende paa alle disse Moifom: 
meligheder tiltog med Hver Dag, og denne Lengfel blev en: 
delig opfyldt da vi flap ud af Ohio: og ind i Miisfisfippé: 
Gloden. 

Gorinden jeg gaaec videre t at omtale min Reife, vil 
jeg for de UFyndigeres SEyld (for Hvem jeg egentlig harmeft 
ffciver disfe Beretninger) fun bemarfe, at man fra Bals 
timore fan paa en Sernbane, der er 250 engelife Mile 
lang, fomme lige til Pittsburg, og derfra pan Dampifibe 
ned ad Obio:Floden til Portsmouth, Hvor jeg fom fermelde 
begyndce min Reife paa denne Flod. Da flere af de eydffe 
Softader, Hvoriblandt ogfaa Bremen, drive en iffe ube: 
tydelig Handel paa Baltimore, faa pleter denne Vei ofte at 
benytres af de fra TydiFland Gndvandrende, fom ligeledes 
ville nedjacte fig i dee Gndre af Frijtaterne; men den tur: 
de maajfce egiaa vere at anbefale for be Norjke, fom fege 
derhen, decls fordé dem Hele Langde fra Baltimore cil 
Porcémouth er over 400 engelite Mile Fortere end Velen 
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fra Mew: York cil (ldftnavnte Seed, Heels formedelft den 
endnu langt fortere Tid, fom udfordres til Nelfen, ba man 
fffe behover mere end 12 a 14 Timer cil at paéfere den 
ovenomralte Sernbdane cil Piersburg. 

Da vi fom ommelde flap ud af Ohio og ind & Misfles 
fippi:Floden, fande vi cil vor ftorfte Forundring, at denne 
Glods Vandmasfe var ftegen cil en ufedvanlig Heide, faa 


at den endog —Hvilfer vi fiden fil at Hore — Havde overs 


foommet flere ved dens Bredder liggende Byer. Aarfagen 
Hertil, antog man, maatte enten vere e¢ Siébrud eller er 
ualmindelig ftarf Regn ved dens Kilder i Canada. Paa 
denne Flod Havde vi nu atter at tilbagelegge en Lei af 
over 300 engelife Mile. Underveis maarce vi opholde 06 
et Par Dage i Se. Louis, for at wente paa videre Bes 
fordring; men dette Ophold gav of imidlertid Leilighed cil 
at faae indtjebe nogle Sager, fom vi behovede cil den 
Huusholdning, vi fnare ffulde begunde; thé denne flore 
Handelsftad var den fidfte, fom vi nu Havde at pasfere 
forbi. Her ffilte vor Ledfager fig fra of, da Han tilliges 
med en anden Perfon Havde begiver fig udenfor Byen hen 
til en der bocnde Normand fra Trondhjem, — fra Hvilfen 
Tour Han iffe fom cilbage, forend det ODampffib, hvormed 
vi toge, allerede var afgaaer, Denne Adpillelfe forvoldee 
08 dog nu ingen Banykelighed, chi et Reifefare over de 
nordamerifanffe Friftarcr ydede o8 med Henfyn til Veien 
den famme Tenejte, Bi anfom cit Hannibal —en lille 
By & Migfouri ved Miofsfippis Bredder, 132 enql. Mile 
nordenfor St. Louis— omtrent 13 Dogn efterat vi havde 
forlade (tdjtnavnte Seed. Meppe Havde vi efter flere Ti: 
mers Anflrangelfe midt om Marten faact vort Toi iland 
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og under Zag, fame indrettet vort fimple Natteleie, faa 
anfoms ogfaa be tvende | St. Louis cilbageblevne Perfoner 
Hertil. Herfra havde vi nu 60 engl. Mile landverts at reife, 
forend vi funde naae det Sted ¢ Misfouri:Srat, fom vi 
Havde befteme til vor Reifes Endemaal. Wi leiede cil den 
Ende 2 ftore Vogne, Hver med 2e dobbelte Forfpend. 
Denne Befordring var imidlertid meget urilftrettelig og 
foraarfagede 06 DBejvarligheder formedel(t de mange Dyge, 
fom alle maatte fiores, uagtet Bagagen optog naften den 
Hele Plads paa Bognene; 0g bog var denne Tranéport 
den allerbeEofteligte, fom vi Hidindtil Havde Havt, ba den 
Dagligen Foftede 06 8 Pjaftre. Denne Hhoie Betaling maatte 
vi iffe alene eclegge for Qenreifen, men ogfaa for de Slyd: 
fendes egen Tilbagereife, Hvilfe beage bleve beregnede og bes 
talte efter den Tid, fom be medtoge paa denne ubanede 
Bei. Det var en Selvfolge, at alle nogentunde Friffe 
maatte gaae tilfods.  CEnbdelig anfom vi til de Norfkes 
Hytter (thé HNufe gives Hee endnu ite), fom lace é en 
Rafe efter Hinanden ved Udtanten af en liken Sfov ¢ 
en Ctrafning af 5 engl. Mile. De Syge bleve fordeelee 
omfring ¢Hytterne. Men her manglede vi nu Ale, hvad der 
funde tjene cil nogen Bederquagelfe baade for o6 og dem, 
ja naften Livets forfte Fornodenheder, naar undtages Maiss 
forn alene, Hvis Meel er til Brad meget tort og funs 
lidee fammenhengende, omtrent fom Bygget Hos 06; thé 
det lille Forraad af Levnetsmidler, fom vi bragte med 08, 
var fnart uddectt og fortaret. Alle de Morffe ware her é 
fattige Omflandigheder, faa at vi blot, og det endda fun 
i Ferftningen, vare iftand cil at erholdt noget Smsr og 
Mel€; chi da Binteren begyndte, var Gneet mere at faae 
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Hverfen Her eller Hos be nerrareft bocude Amerifanere. 
Tvende af de Syge dove efter en Cort Id, og de Durige 
fom fig Cunés meget langfomt. 

Paa denne Tid (October Maaned) afholdeed en af 
Congresferr berammet Auction over Sorderne Heromfring; 
men Sngen af de Morffe, paa et Par Sryfler ner, vare 
formuende nof cil at indftie endog fun en Part of det 
Sryffe Land, be Havde taget & Vrug, Hvoreil Vrugerne 
felv Have Forkjebgrectigheden naar de funne betale Penges 
ne contant, De Flefte maatte faaledes atter brage ud paa 
ode Mark og begynde forfra fgjen uden nogen anden Godts 
gjerelfe for dered paa Jorden gjorte Forbedringer, end bert, 
Kjoberen godvillig wilde forunde bem. Om be paa denne 
Maade nogenfinde funne Slive Clere af e¢ Sryffe Land, 
forudfat endog at de roligen faae befibde bec & be Sa 6 
Aar forend Auction Serover fat Holdes, er neppe troligt, 
da en Mand vanffelig ex iitand cil ber at erhverve Mere 
end Han behover cil fie og Sines nodcorftige Ophold, 0g at 
leie Arceidere Gliver Ham altfaa umuligt, Nogle af mine 
Bervarende Landésmend fortalte mig aabenbjertig faavel om 
de Trangfiler, de felv Havde udftaaer, form om de eldre inds 
pandrede Norfles Stjabne. Disfe Havde é fin Tid ejobe 
Sord paa Credic omerent 30 engl. Mile fra Rodefter ved 
Mredderne af Ontario Se. De Havde, ifer i Begyndel: 
fem, lide overordentlig meget af Sygdomme, Hvilfe fatte 
dem betydelig cilbage & deres udvorted Naar. Wel fik de 
iffe liden Hjalp af de omfringboende Amerifanere, efterat 
er Mand Havde paatager fig at foge om Underftorcelfe for 
dem; men en flor Deel af de erholbte Gaver gif desverce 
op § Lucr, ba der uddrod Bld é det Huns, Hyori de vare 
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opbevareds. Den tiben Unberftoctelfe, fom atter blev. ydot 
dem, var langtfra cilftrettelig ti at afhjetpe ben fore 
Med, og be maatte t lang Tid Ejampe med trange Kaar, 
forend dered Forfatning nogenledes forbedrede fig. SY dew 
feneve Tib ere Nordeteudommene faavel ber, fom overalt, 
Hvor Zol€emangden: tiltager, betybelig flegne (Prils, Flere 
Of bisfe Morfe Have faaledes for iffe lange fiden folgt bes 
tes Ziendomme og fanet 15: tik 2Wbobbelt, imod hyah be 
felv Havde gloet, gjort fig gieldfcie, og berefter begtvet fig 
th Gllinols Seat, Hoo be atter tyobte fig ftarre og bedre 
Syorder cil den af Congresfen faftfarte Prii¢, Hvorhos be 
tilige anffaffede fig Rreature. De ere nu t temmellg gode 
Omftendigheder, Hvorimod nerflen alle be & ben fenere Tid 
inboandrede Morfle maae ernere fig ved tungt Dagarbeide, 
Hrort be fjelden olde det ret lange ub, ba be gjerne altid 
Hive (nage af bet Hebe Clima, bee afpresfer bem en overs 
ordentlig flarE Sveedubbunfining, Hoilfen be ba paa en 
Maade tvinged tit at erftatte Tabet af, ved en umaadelig 
Mydelfe, af Colb¢ Band. De heraf opftanende Sygdbomme 
bortryffe ¢ Almindelighed Drange, Hviltet far var Xilfet: 
bet den Sommer, jeg tilbragte ¢ Amerifa: Cfrer Mogles 
Pigende ffulde atene ¢ Landflabet La Salle were hendode 
4D til 50 af mine 2andsmeand, og af ben hele Befollning 
é bemeldte Zandffab iffe mindre end 1400 Wennefler t vet 
forte Sidérum af 3 Maaneder. 

Poa alle be Steder, fom jeg tillands gjennemreifte, 
vifte Sordbunden fig mere eller mindre frugtbor, 3 Wits 
fisfippt: Daten var Muldjorden-paa fine Sreder indeil 3 
Alen oyb og meget feed. Da jeg fom ub af benne Dal 
var ben fun fra 4 til 14 Gob dyb og mindre feed, men 
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ferer d0g endnu temmelig godt forffjellige Rornforter ¢ 
nogle Aar efter Hinanden, uden at tiltrenge Gjodning. 
Dette ev ogfaa Tilfeldet pan det Sted & Misfourt, Hvor 
jeg opholde mig, fom var beliggende 50 engl. Mile & Belt 
for Palmyra, Her trives Mais og Boghvede udmerfet 
godt, Hvede og Rug middelmaadigt, Hyorimod disfe 2de 
fidftnavnte Rognforter bedre lyffes i de nordligere og oftlige 
Starter, da Sommervarmen der er mere tempereret; Havren 
er i Almindelighed ringe og bruges fun til Foder; Bygs 
get trived meget fieldent. Lil Fadrife og Gvineavl er 
Landffaber Dtisjouré ijaer beqvemt, da Marferne af Natu: 
ten ligge beredre dertil, et alene formedelit det frodige og 
overalt af jig felv vorende vilbe Gras, men ogfaa ved den 
temmelig (tore Mengde af Iroerne nedfaldende Frugter, 
fom ligge § Sfovene, 

Sfovitretningerne falge ftedfe Cloenes 0g Barkenes 
Leb og gjennemfrydfe med dem den ftore Clette, Hhvoraf 
Landet beftaaer. Den Hyppigfte Irafort, fom Sfovene, 
faavel § Misfouré fom & de tilgrandjende Landjfaber, indes 
Hdlde, er Egen, Hvoraf man forcfinder en halv Snes for: 
ffjcllige Sorters dette Troe opnaaer i Almindelighed en god 
Srorrelfe, thi Stammens Omfang udojer itfe fjelden fra 
3 til + Alen og afgiver ci Bygningstommer det meet 
fliffede Material. Fremdeles ftoder man temmelig ofte paar 
et Tra, taldetr Nofry, Hvis Sramme er noger jmalere og 
ranfere end Egens, og opnaaer famme Hvide yom denne. 
Den borer en Frugt, dec Har en paafaldende Liighed med 
vore Valnodder, idee Kjernen baade-har famme Wdfeende 
ng Smag fom disle. Beden af dette Tra bruges fornem: 
melig cil Brendiel, og befidder den fortrinlige Egenffab 
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fremfor anden Slags Wed, at den brander ligefaa godt 
é nyhuggen Lilftand, fom yaar den Har Henliggee cit 
Torfning.  Bidere forefindes — dog & langt ringere 
Mengde — det faafaldte forte Valnoddetre, Hvis Ved, for: 
medcl(t dens flose Litghed i Udfeende med Mtahognyen, fornen: 
melig bruges af Suedfere til Meubler. Noget hyppigere an: 
traffer man, ifer i Ohio-Sraten, et fierde Slags Tre ved 
Navn Secimor, der faavel § Omfang fom NHoide betydelig 
overgaacr alle de ovenfor nevnte Arter, da Geammen un: 
dertiden opraaer en IyéEelfe af indtil 20 Fod t Gjennem: 
fuit, Hvilfee altfaa udgjer e¢ Omfang af omtrent 60 God. 
Beden, det ev Hvid af Coleur, bliver gjerne opjfaaren cil 
Bord. 

Uagtee de -fic(te Cane faaledes é ftarce og mindre Grad 
cre wel forfynede med Bygningsmaterialicr, faa ffeer det 
dog imidlertid Fun fjclden, at Nogen af de Gndvandrende 
bliver fat iftand til at Eunne anffaffe fig et ordentlige Baa: 
ningshuus. KHertil maa Aarjagen decls feges i den ufad: 
vanlig hvie Arbeidslon, —en Folge af, at der iffe gives 
mange af d¢ i Bygningsvajenet Eyndige Arbeideve— deels 
i den Omftandighed, at ‘Prijerne paa ale det Hercil fornod: 
ne Varktet @ det Hele taget ere 3a 4 Gange faa heie 
fom Her i Norge. Reifeomfoltningerne, Kjobet af Gord 
oy de til dens Dyrtning nodvendigite Redffaber, op: 
fluge nemlig ¢ Almindelighed den flarjte Decl af deres fra 
Curopa medbragte Formue, af Hvis cilbagevarende Deel de 
ere nodjagede til baade at fade og flade fig, indril dew op: 
dyrfede Gord fan forjfajfe dem det fornsdne Ophold. Denne 
Lyffe bliver endda Fun ce faare ltdet Antal af dem cil Deel; 
thi de Allerfle(te mane ved Anfomften cil mee Deftems 
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melfes(ted, af Mangel paa Penge, ftrar fege at forffaffe 
fig dered Underholdning ved grovt og tungt Arheide, og 
om de end Herved, paa Grund af den-heie Urbeidsion, 
funne fortjene noger Mere end ert fimpel Arbeidsmand é 
Europa, faa ere derimod paa den anden ide ogfaa de 
MNvdvendigheds:Arcifler, fom de af Fode cg Klader behave, 
langt fojtbarere der pan Steder end Hos os. 

Af det Sfovene varende forlFjellige Slags Vilde Far 
ifer navnes: Ajorte, der ere noget mindre end hos o¢, 
og fom funne antrajfed Hele Aarct igiennem; Kalfuner og 
flere Arter Hons, Huilfe ligeledes forcefindes paa enhyer Tid; 
Gjes og Gvaner m. Fl. decimod fun.om Vaaren 0g Nee 
ften. Af Novdyr gives der fun et Slags fimane Ulve, om: 
trent af en Rave Srorrelie, Hvilfe, marfeligt nof, ifte 
anrette nogen Cade pan Qyvager. 

Som en Naturrigdom: fortjencr det endvidere at be: 
meres, at man i hule Trever iffe Welden forepnder endog 
betydelige CGamlinger af wild Bie: Honning, fom # god 
Sinag iffe giver den af camme Bier Camlede noger efter. 
Da far mange Landftrafninger endnw ike eve beboede 0g 
altjaa ligge ganffe ode, faa fiaacr Netten fulgeliy aaben 
for Enhwer cil at bemagtige fig det, fom Han é faa Hen: 
feende fan opdage. Disje Fund Have efte varet jaa jtore, 
at man pan et eneite Sted har funner folde e¢ Mac pas 
ec WAnkers Seoreelfe med Honning, Dette har naturliy: 
vis CQhad aivet Anledning for Mange cil at laage fia ef: 
ter Wieavlen, Hvilten & Almindeliahed sortes mcd utmar: 
Fer Jpetd. 

Sea Bar forhen bemerfer, at vi allerede ved Anfom: 
fien cil Dew o8 af wor Qedirager anvijte JMade AE at fame 
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med mange Mangler og Gavan. NHertil fom, at jeg, fom 
MNyanfommen, blew af Ulyndtghed forledet cil, ved ben om: 
talte Auction, at fjebe et faadant Sryffe Gord, fom jeg 
desvarre forft bagefter, og altfaa for fildig, fom til Rund: 
ffab om var af den Geffaffenhed, at jeg iffe med nogen 
Tryghed funde gjore mig Haab om derpaa at finde mit 
fremtidige Udfomme, Tiden fra min Anfomft af og inds 
til Auctionen Glew Holdt var nemlig faa Fort, at jeg for: 
medelft andre Forretninger iffe blev leonet Tid til felv at 
gjsre mig befjendt med Eiendommen, fom fordermefte be: 
ftod af Sfov, af Hvilfen Aarfag jeg var nade til at mod: 
tage Leiledning og Raad af Andre. Disles Forfitringer 
gif beftemt ud bderpaa, at al den svrige brugbare Sord, 
fom paa Auctionen vilde blive opraabr, allerede-var tagen 
i Vrug af indfedte Amerifanere, fom formedel(t deres be: 
dre Formues-Omftendigheder no€ felv vilde vide at benytte 
fig af dered Forkjobsret. Dette Foregivende erfarede jeg 
bagefter var urigtigt, da det efterat Dalget var foregaaet 
opdagede fig, at der iffe langere end 4 engl. Miles Af: 
ftand fra of fhavde befundet fig en iffe ubetydelig Srrek: 
ming godt Land faavel med fom uden Sfov, Hvilfet endnu 
iffe var tager § Brug af Nogen. Da jeg efter Auctions: 
condicionerne allerede ftray Havde indbetalt Rjedefummen, 
for det af mig Fjvbte Styffe, til Regyeringen, og jeg paa 
denne Maade var bleven file naften ved Hele min lille 
contante Formue, faa blev det mig nu umuligt at anffarfe 
mig et ander og bedre Sryffe Land uden t Forveien at ha: 
ve folgt og erholdr Pengene for det allerede Rjobte. Dette 
gjorde jeg ogiaa, men maatte finde mig i at give Qenfiand 
fra Tid til Tid med Kjobefummen. FJ en Forfatning fou 
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den, Hvori jeg nm befande mig, maatte jeg fun alt for 
fnare gjere den Erfaring, at intet Ander blev mig ttlovers, 
end Balget mellem enten at erhverve mig det daglige Ids 
fomme ved fimpelt Arbeide Hos Fremmede, eller ogfaa at 
benytte de faa Sfillinger, jeg endnu Havde tilbage, for ders 
med om muligt at bdeftrite Omfoftningerne ved min Tilbaz 
gereife til Guropa. Da jeg ttfe folede mig ftaré nof til 
under dette uvante Clima at funne valge det Forfte, faa 
modnedes alt mere og mere den Beflutning hos mig, at 
vende tilbage til mie Fadreneland, Hvorril deduden ogfaa 
andre Omftendigheder der paa Sredec cilffyndede mig. 
Disfe vare titdeels af den Bejfaffenhed, at de iffe for 
Enhver foles lige tryffende, eller cillagges nogen far Vigs 
tighed; men for mig bleve d¢ fnare temmelig felelige, Com 
en §Selge af den frie og naften lovlefe Forfatning, Hvori 
alle Deboere af de nordamerifanfle Friftarer udenfor Bys 
erne leve, giveé der ligefaalide ordentlige Kirfer fom nogen 
anfatte Prafter, og de enfclee Sreder, Hvor det maajfee 
funde findes Hufe til den offentlige Gubdstjeneite og af 
Menighederne felwvatgte Prafter, ere Fun faare faa og liss 
ge meget adjpredte. 

Efcerat Have opholde mig i en Tid af G Maaneder t 
Craten Misfouri, tiltraadce jeg i det felgende Aar, 1839, 
ved ‘Paajfe: Tid, min Tilbagercije, og Bley tedfaget af mine 
2de Vredre indtil Bredderne af Wislisfippi, hvorfra de 
igjen vendre cilbage til deres Bopate. Cicer halwandet Dygns 
Ceilads paa et Dampifih nedad Floden, antom jeg cil 
Ce. Louit, Hvorfra jeg, efter 2de Dages Opheld, med et 
antet Dampifib wendte er VSrykfe cilbage indtil Mundin: 
Gc af BUinois Flod og forcfarte derpan Reijen opad Hele 
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denne Glod, for at treffe faymen med en i BUlinols bofae 
Mormand, fom ligeledes agrede fig tilbage til fie Fedrenes 
land, dog fun paa et Befog. Den Her beffreone Omvei 
var jeg node til at gjore af den Aarfag, at det for(te Damp: 
ffib, Hvorpaa jeg indffibede mig, var beftemt til Sr. Louis, 
Garten opad Yilinots:Floden frembed for Miet en walmins 
delig viid og ffjen Udfigt: dens Bredder vare paa begge 
Sider neften overale meget flade, og ftore uoverfeelige 
letter, der ganfle vare blottede for Sfov, grandfede umids 
belbart til Floden, Hvilfen « Regnelden iffe fjelden overs 
flyer Hele Seratninger deraf og gjor disfe paa mange 
Sreder ubeboelige. Da vi endnu fun Havde 70 engl. Mis 
le tilbage af vor Reife paa denne Flod, Havde vi dec Upheld 
at Ajularelen paa Dampfartetet pludfelig braffedcs tvars 
af, faa at vi med Mod og Meppe og fund ved Ajelp af 
bet ene Ajul Funde nace Hen til den narmefte Bred. Her 
maatte nu faavel jeg fom de svrige Pasfagerer oppeble Ans 
fomften af et ander Dampftib, fom juft var ivente, paa 
Hvilfct vi alle indffibede 06 0g anfom efter nogle Limers 
Forled cil en liden By ved Navn Utica, Hvor jeg gif iland. 
Herfra begav jeg mig tilfods 22 engl. Mile Hhentil det 
@Sred, Hvor min tilfommende Reifefalle foruden en ftor 
Dect andre Norfle boede. Mer traf jeg ogfaa endeel af de 
over Bergen for 2 Aar fiden udvandrede Normand, fom 
forft nedfatte fig fydligere ¢ Gllinois ved Beaver Crif, men 
fom, da Srudent Rynning og mange Flere dade af det 
ufunde Climat, flygtede fra dered Hufe og Jordciendomme, 
efterat de naften havde tilfat Ale hvad de ciede. Da jeg 
havde efterlade mit Toi & Utica, faa vendte jeg den fol: 
gende Dag med Orer 0g Vogn tilbage igien, for at af: 
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Hente famme. Rygtet om min Anfom Havde imidlerced 
udbredt fig iblande de ved det offentlige Canal: Acbeide Hy: 
vede Normand. Flere af Disle fom lobende ci# mig paa 
Weien, decks for at fane hore nogee Myce fra deres Sem: 
ftavn, deelé for at give mig Underrerning om dered for: 
ffielige Raar og Omitandigheder; og iffe Faa af dem yt: 
trede Anger over at have forlade dered Fadreneland. 
Efrer et Ophold af G6 Daye afceijte jog i DeliFab med 
min nye ReifcEamerac fra den nysnavnee lille norjFe Coloni, 
der ligger 12 engl Vile nordenfor Fors Flodend Udled € 
QMinois:§1., 09 fortjacce vor Bei over Land 65 engl. Mile 
norbefrer til Chicago, ‘Paa denne -Tour gjennemrcijte vi 
atces 7 engl. Ditle af en SDletre, der, faa lange Hice Eun: 
de mane, var faa flad at den nayjten lignede en Sndje. 
Denne DAlette ffal den ftorfte Tid af Aarer vare bedattct 
med Band, men fom dog iffe er dydere, end at man Ean 
fomme frem med Hefte og Vogne. Omerent paa Midren 
af Sletten ftaaer et cenligt Gjejtyiverjted for at modrage 
0g Herbergere Reijende fame vile disye pan ret Voi. Chi: 
cago er en ganic nylijg anlage By, fom endnu ev i tare 
Opfomit, formedclit dene for santelen gunjtige Beliggen: 
Hed ved Coen Midhigan, hvilfen Omjtandighed med Tiden 
fifferlig wel qyore den cil et Forenings: eller Cenecal.punée 
for dew vigtige Sandel mellem New: Yevk oj New Yrleans, 
naar nem'ig Canalen mellem Sliners Sleten eg Zoen Mi: 
chigan, der er under Arbeide, Former t rand. Da man 
tH denne Canal ithin har ae ayennempPjare et 110 engl 
Mile lange og til Orayning meager begveme Terrain, faa 
fan der Hele Arbeide efter al Mimelighed ventes fuldfere 
em 2 ¢ller idethviciie-3 Aar, og da vil en Communications: 
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Pei aabne fig, fom i Laengde fommer til at overgane en: 
hver Anden af dette Vlags, ja maajfee neppe Herefter vil 
finde fin Lige i Hele Nordamerifa, idet man fra New: York 
af uafbruds fan reife tilvands over Hudfons:Floden, Erie 
Canal, Voerne Crie, Huron og Michigan fame Floderne 
Gilinois og Misfisfippt lige indtil New:Orleans nee ved 
den mezicanife Bugt, hvilfen Vei fan anflaaes til en Langde 
af omtrent 3100 engl. MWtile. Fornden den ovenomralte 
Canal arbeides der ogfaa pana Anlaggelfen af en med denne 
parallel lobende Sernbane, for at befordre Communicatio: 
nen tillands. 

Gor endnu iffe merce end 5 a G Aar fiden beftod Chi: 
cago fun af nogle faa fimple tomrede Blofhufe, nu derimod 
feer man over 400 anfeelige murede Bygninger der, Hvils 
fer nofjom vidner om dens Hurtige Fremadffriden. Hee 
oppebicde vi Anfomften af et Dampjfib fra de oftlige Stas 
ter, der frulde fore 08 over de tre Seer Michigan, Huron 
0g Erie hen til Staden Buffalo ved Bredderne af fio: 
navnte Ce. ‘paa hele denne Deel af Reifen pasferede 
faagodtfom intet Maréeligt, naar undtages, at vi under 
vor Fart paa MichigansSoen vare formedel(t en ftart 
Storm nedjagede til en Nat at foge Navn, Hhvor et anfee: 
ligt Forraad af Brande blev indlader cil Majfinens Drift; 
fame at jeg, ved at pasfere Sloden, der forener Huron med 
Erie Sa, fil Leilighed cil at bejee den Herved liggende By 
Detroit, fom for narvarende Tid endnu er den anfecligite 
of alle de ved dite Gndjoer liggende Handelstader. Cfrer 
40 a 1L Dages VSeilads antom vi tyftetig til Buifato, 
Hvor vi fray paa en Canalbaad fortiatte Reijen igjennem 
Erie Canal cil Seaten Albany, Seg fit nw bedre Leilig: 
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Hed end paa min Henveije cil nermere at betragte denne 
marfelige Canal, fom iffe langt fra Buffalo paa en Stree: 
ning af najten 8 engl. Mile gaaer igiennem en Bjergmasfe, 
bvor man Har maarter minere fig from Séride for Céride; 
ved Enden af denne Byergmagye, Hvor Canalens Lob gaace 
nedover en cemmelig fieil Bafee, Har man veret nvde cil ac 
anlagge -+ Slujevacter med dobbelte Gndretninger, faa at 
den ene Yaad fan pagiere neSad Sluferne medens en An: 
den gaad opad famme, uden at de Hindre Hinanden. Dette 
Kyampearbheide fal efter Cigende Have Fofter Henved 3 Mite 
lionee ‘Paytre. Paa Lde Seeder var Canalen endog an: 
lagt over temmelig brede Fioder Cen Hoide fra disjes Vand: 
flader af 20 03 30 Alen, og faavel felve Canalen fom de 
ubyre fra Flodernes Bund opforce Piller, Hvorpaa den 
Hvilede, vare fammenjarte af tilhugne med vandrat Ciment 
forbundne Qwaderitene; disfe ‘Piller gave Canalen é nogen 
Sraftand Udjeende af en Bro. Affe ret lange fra Albany 
pasjerede vi paa et Cryffe af omtrent 2 engl. Diiles Ves 
igjennem iffe mindre end £3 Cluver, Hvilfe fravelyom de 
Sorannavnte alle yare epforte af tore retwintlede wader: 
ftene. Wan fan faaledes no& med temmelig Zrfferhed an: 
tage, at Anlegget af denne Canal Har Mermindte veret 
ct af de Foltbare|te af alle soidtilvarende & AmeniEa, ten 
iffe dejtomindre Har den doa, fen Tid af minde end Lb 
Aar fiden dens Fuldforelye, allerede indbrage dens Ciere en 
faa ubvre Capital, at den overftiger alle Have Omfojtuin: 
ger med LO WMillionee Pyatire, Dern para Canalen stedye 
tiltagende Fare Har derfor bevaget Auteresienterne cil at 
lade dene Bredde udvide mdeil Sec Dobbelee, for at aqyore 
den pagiabel for DampiFibe, og de Have allerede begunde 
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at ivertfette denne ‘Plan, til Hvilfen Ende flere Tufinde 
Mand paa foriFjellige Sreder ere fatte i Arbeide fra den 
ene Ende af Canalen til den anden. 

Sra Buffalo til Albany anfom vi efter 7 Dages For: 
lob 0g allerede den folgende Dag indfibede vi og paa Damp: 
farteict for nedad Hudfonsfloden at {cile cil MNew.Vork. 
Uden at opholde mig paa dette Foftbare Sted langere end 
Heiftnotvendig cil Sndejober af den til vor nu foreftaaende 
lange Carcife fornsdne Proviane m. Mi., begave vi o¢ 
efterat Have Hos den norfk:fvenjfe Conful faaer Underret: 
ning om at em feilfardig til Diterfaen befteme fvuenit Brig 
lane paa Nheden, ombord paa Denne, indiFibede tigeledes 
vort Toi og gif efter 2 Dages Forleh, da Vinden biew 
gunjtig, ciljees. Denne Overreije, paa Hwilfen vi maatte 
udholde et Par Storme, gif dog é det Hele caget (yfelig 
og Hurtig for fig, faa at vi allerede efter 5 Ugers Forleb 
anfom paa Seljingacrs Nhed. Net lyfFedes det of den 
paafelgende Morgen thlande den Mengde for Anker ligs 
gende Céibe at faae opfpurgt Er, fom netop laae feilfac: 
digt cil Bergen. Paa Dette indiFibede wi 08, og ware ef: 
ter & Dage faa Heldige at naae Tananger Sava, hvorfra 
Ig begav mig til mit Ajemfted Stavanger, glad og tat: 
Eende Gud, fom faa tyfEelig og vel Havde fert mig frem 
paa d¢ mange 04 moifommelige Reiler. 


Hev Hac.jeg nu fremfae de wigtigite af de Crfaringer, 
Jom jeq under thit Ophold & Amerifa og paa de derimed 
ferbundne Neiler Har gjort.  Derfom jeg wed at omrale 
digie Sidte ulde paa fine Steder Have gjort mig Céyld t 
nogen Widtlaftighed, ea maa seq bode Laleren cit godheds 
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fuld Overbarelfe: jeg Fam idetmindfte forfifre, at jeg tfte 4 
noget Punkt Har weget af fra Gandheden, ligeforn jeg fors 
nemmelig Har fremftiller det Hele i Sammenheng, for at 
oplyfe den ufyndigere: Decl af mine Landémend, fom liges 
ledes maatte ville forfage deres Lyfe t Hiin Verdensdect, 
om de mange ci alene befoftelige men ogfaa befvertige Reis 
ler, 0g om muligt overbevife Sem om, at de nordamerifans 
ffe Srater langtfra tildyde fine nye Gndvandrere alle be 
Gordcle, Hvorom faa Mange gjerne ville dramme, efterat de 
ere forte bag Lyfet wed flere opmuntrende og tilloffende, 
men derhos urigtige Séilbringer af de aldre Emigcanters 
Séjabne og iverende Forfatning. Landet fan viftnok figes 
at vere godt og frugtbart, men ligefom Sorderne nuom: 
ftunder fun & de indre Grater, f. Cr. & Mlisfourt, ere at 
erholde for en nogenlunde caalelig Driié, faa hander det 
desvarre Fun meget fjelden, at en MNordhoer er faa lyftes 
lig, at Han desuagtet fan cilfjampe fig nogen Veljfand, 
da det uvante Clima —Hyori enhyer mindre Formuende 


‘maa arbeidbe— falter dem Alle uden Undcagelle efter lan: 


gcre eller Fortere Tid pra Sgeleict, fom de fort efter et 
Halve, ja underciden et Heele Aar, ere iftand cil at forlade. 
Had der ilar forsyer den ftadige Commerhedes vdelag: 
gende VirEning paa Simdheden, ev at be varme Dage 
uafbrude aflojes af Folde fugtige Nareetee Hele Commeren 
iggernem; eg alene denne Oinptandighed burde aore det 
mejet betanfeligt for Cnhver, og allerhelit for em sus, 
fader, at reife Serhen., Men talfald ber man beranfe den 
t Sandhed ite ubetydelige Formus, fom udkraves ci atene 
tl Neife Mnfoitninecrnes Beytridelye, men eglaa cit An: 
Fattelye af Nord, Wedfaber, fame Fore og Klader ¢ den 
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temmelig lange Lib, form maa Hengade forend Jorden cis 
fireffelig fan belonne fin Dyrfers Sveed. 

Der tucde maaffee finded be, dee mene, at jeg, fom 
uvant til faadanne Anftrangelfer 0g Befvartigheder, Har 
ffiloree disfe med altfor fterte Farver; men Hercil maa jeg 
declé bemarte, at jeg t en Tid af omtrene 15 Aae Har & 
mit Gadreneland ftaaet ( en Seilling, Hvort vedvacende 
tungt Arbetde udfraveded; deels ex det fffe Heller mine 
egne individuelle Erfaringer alene, fom jeg 4 dette Styfte 
paaberaaber mig, men mangfoldige af mine & AmeriFa 
fig opholdende Landsmends Vidnesbyrd, Hvilfe paa 
noget lidet nae vare ganffe overeensftemmende med Hvad 
jeg felv erfarede. En vis Dr. Gottfried Duden | Tydffs 
land, fom har opholde fig & en Lid af Henved 4 Aar f ret 
Yndce af de forenede Stater, gjer ¢ et Strife, Han for 
iffe lange fiden Hac udgtvet, den pac anftillede Jagttagel: 
fee grundede Deregning, at neppe 1 iblande 8 af be ber 


indvandrede Tydffe (eer fine Forhaabninger nogentunde 
opfyldte. 
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HE EMIGRATION from Norway to the United North 

American Free States began fifteen or sixteen years ago, 

after that from the southern European countries had 
already been in progress for a long time. There has been a 
remarkable increase in the last years, chiefly, perhaps, because 
of the alluring tales which earlier emigrants, during visits to 
their native land, have told about the glories of the country 
in which they now have resided for several years. The relia- 
bility of these stories, moreover, was strengthened consider- 
ably by the many letters which these visitors usually brought 
with them from the Norwegians in America to their relatives 
and friends in Norway, letters which contained, almost without 
exception, the same praise for that foreign and distant land. 
All this naturally, in the case of a number of people, wakened 
the desire to seek their fortune in the much lauded regions 
where so many of their countrymen — and among them their 
own kin and friends — found themselves in such happy cir- 
cumstances. They were strongly encouraged, furthermore, by 
the visiting emigrants; and from this time emigration began 
to increase in a marked degree. 

A long-nourished desire to view that country and if possible 
to settle there became a definite determination in my case also, 
as a result of so many pleasing accounts, for I believed that 
by means of agriculture and cattle-raising I could find there an 
independent and pleasant livelihood. 

With that purpose in view, early in the spring of 1837 I 
gave up my business in Stavanger, where I had hitherto 
resided; but since I was hindered by a number of unforeseen 
circumstances from availing myself of the opportunity to go 
on the sailing vessel which departed for New York in the 
summer of that year, I remained here until the next spring, 
that of 1838.5 Together with two of my brothers and three 


5 Two emigrant ships sailed from Norway to New York in 1837, one 
from Stavanger and the other from Bergen. See Henry J. Cadbury, “ Four 
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other persons I set out from this place early in May and took 
the route via Bremen, in the expectation of securing readier 
sailing accommodations across the sea to New York. In this 
hope we were disappointed, however, as we had to wait there 
fully three weeks and in the meantime pay high prices for 
board and lodging. During this sojourn I had an opportunity 
to observe the German land at Bremerhaven — to which we 
had come — and along the river Weser as far as Bremen.° 
The region was everywhere well tilled and thickly settled and 
afforded a pleasing sight to the eyes. Although it was only 
the beginning of the month of June, the fruitful fields of rye 
were already headed. I was almost astonished at the size of 
the cattle which were grazing upon a great, rich plain. Ac- 
cording to report, some of them are equal in weight to three 
good head of cattle of ours, and they give up to twenty quarts 
of milk at a time. 

We finally left Bremerhaven on a new fast-sailing brig of 
that port, which was loaded exclusively by and with pas- 
sengers from different parts of Germany. Head winds caused 
the captain to alter his original course and to steer north of 
Scotland. We soon had to experience the inconveniences and 
privations of our situation. Since such a great number of 
people were packed together in a small room, the air became 
very foul and unwholesome; and in addition to this the food 
for which we contracted on board the ship was nearly always 
so salty that we could eat only a little of it, especially as we 
were not apportioned as much fresh water as we needed; not 
to mention many lesser inconveniences. 

After about eight weeks’ sailing we arrived without mishap 
at our first destination, New York. We had cruised, with 
slight exception, against an almost incessant west wind, and 
we were now glad that we were to be freed, as from a prison. 
Immigrant Shiploads of 1836 and 1837,” in Norwegian-American Historical 
Association, Studies and Records, 2: 37-52. 


6 Bremerhaven is a seaport town thirty-eight miles north of the city of 
Bremen. 
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A large decked boat or barge came to fetch us and it took us 
first to a large floating wharf equipped with various appliances 
for the washing of clothes, where all our baggage was in- 
spected. That which was found to be unclean was not per- 
mitted to be taken ashore until it was washed. When this had 
taken place, we were transported by the same boat to one of 
the wharves on the southern side of the city, where a great 
crowd of people, who were already assembled, at once swarmed 
about us seeking to earn something by driving or carrying 
our things. A large number of innkeepers also crowded in 
upon us to offer us lodging. The pressure and tumult were 
so great that we could hardly work our way forward. We 
were not able to give the necessary attention to our baggage, 
and we were very fortunate, for, despite this fact, we lost 
nothing, although the belongings of the different passengers 
were thrown carelessly into the hold of the boat after the 
inspection and were now carried in wagons to different parts 
of the city. We Norwegians put up at a simple inn; never- 
theless each person had to pay five-eighths of a piaster* a day 
for board and lodging. . 

We stayed in New York five days in order to get our affairs 
arranged. I did not see anything remarkable as compared 
with any other large city, but a railroad, which went out 
from the northern end of the city, with its steam carriages, 
attracted my attention. This contrivance was the first of its 
kind that I had seen and I was therefore curious to view 
somewhat more closely both the carriages and the road. Con- 
sequently I decided to take a little trip on it. With several 
members of my party I therefore entered one of the coaches 
in the row, and it took us less than half an hour to rush out 
to the northern corner of the island upon which the city is 
built, a distance of somewhat more than eight English miles. 
This road was a double one, so that while the coaches on the 


* A piaster or dollar is equal to one hundred cents or, in Norwegian 
money, one hundred and twelve skillings silver. 
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one side left the city, those on the other side returned to it. 
The road was laid out nearly level, all the rough places through 
which it passed having been cut through. Much labor has 
been spent especially on a mountain which was bored through 
to a distance of about three English miles. For a fairly long 
stretch the mountain stood like an arch over the railroad and 
formed a so-called tunnel. \When we had reached the northern 
end of the island, where the coaches stopped, we got off and 
undertook a ramble afoot in order to observe the country 
roundabout, and we found then that the soil everywhere had 
to be fertilized and well tilled in order to yield its fruits. We 
discovered here some ruins of small fortifications from the 
time the Dutch occupied this region, which doubtless had 
served as a defense for them against the savage inhabitants of 
the country. 

Our aim was to secure a piece of land from which, through 
farming and cattle raising, we could earn our living. To 
attain this end we had to proceed farther into the country. In 
the vicinity of New York, as a matter of fact, only a little 
land was available, and that at a price of more than three 
hundred piasters per acre.** On the day before our departure 
from New York we met one of our countrymen who was 
among the first emigrants from the western part of Norway. 
He was just now on a trip from the western states and was 
about to return home. He encouraged us to accompany him, 
and he described the state of Missouri, where he lives, as re- 
markably beautiful and glorious. We agreed to accompany 
him to that place —I especially because of securing in him 
a guide and an interpreter, since he had traveled much in all 
the northern states and talked English with considerable 
fluency.® 


* An acre is about equal to a Norwegian tgnde of land. 

7 A tgnde land is a Norwegian measure of land, 56,000 square feet. 

8 The guide was undoubtedly Cleng Peerson. See Theodore C. Blegen, 
“Cleng Peerson and Norwegian Immigration,” in the Mississippi Valley 
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On a big barge with a roof over it, which with five others 
was tied fast alongside a steamer, we journeyed up the Hudson 
River to Albany, a distance of a hundred and fifty English 
miles. From that place, after our baggage had been weighed, 
we went on board a canal boat to continue the trip through the 
Erie Canal. The cost for every hundredweight through this 
canal was ninety-one cents. When this freight charge was 
paid by the passengers the boat was pulled in upon a huge set 
of scales which hung deep down in the water. The latter was 
then let out by means of locks, and the boat, with all its cargo, 
was weighed in order to estimate the canal tolls which the 
skipper had to pay. Such a canal boat can carry from one 
hundred to a hundred and fifty barrels; others, which carry 
cargoes only and no passengers, can generally hold double that 
amount. 

The boat on which we traveled was drawn night and day 
by two horses, but we did not go forward very rapidly, as the 
horses had to advance at a walking pace all the time because 
of the great cargo. The so-called packetboats, however, which 
likewise pass through this canal — carrying passengers only — 
have three horses and go more than twice as fast, but the 
freight charge on the latter boats amounts to four times that 
paid on the former. At the many cities through which the 
canal passes freight was either loaded or unloaded, and this 
caused some delay in our trip. Provisions at these places 
were fairly expensive: one pound of butter cost from eighteen 
to twenty-five cents, one pound of pork twelve to sixteen cents, 
one pound of meat eight to ten cents, one quart of milk six 
cents, one loaf of bread — not more than enough to make a 
meal for one person — six cents, and other things in the same 
proportion. After six days had passed we reached Rochester, 
Historical Review, 7: 321 (March, 1921), and Rasmus B. Anderson, First 
Chapter of Norwegian Immigration, 187 (second edition, Madison, Wis- 
consin, 1904). Testman’s narrative makes it clear that Peerson did not 
accompany the Testman party from Norway to America, nor did this emi- 


gration occur in 1839. On both points the evidence here conflicts with the 
traditional story. 
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which is situated 270 English miles from Albany, and we 
stopped a couple of days with the few of our countrymen who 
lived there. Our party was increased at this place by several 
of these Norwegians, so that in all we numbered twenty-two 
persons. Nearly all those who thus joined us were in poor 
circumstances and were in part prevailed upon by our guide 
to accompany us. We arrived next at Buffalo, which is situ- 
ated ninety-three English miles from Rochester at the eastern 
end of Lake Erie, where the canal ends. Here we went aboard 
a large steamboat, which was going all the way to Chicago, 
in Illinois, a distance of about a thousand miles by sea. Our 
guide, however, persuaded us not to go there, since our bag- 
gage would still have to be carried a hundred miles farther 
by land, and this transportation would be very costly as no 
railroad had been built from the latter place. When we 
arrived at Cleveland, in the state of Ohio, 193 English miles 
from Buffalo, we again went aboard a canal boat in order to 
continue on our way through the Ohio Canal and thence, by 
way of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, to our destination in 
Missouri. To this change in our traveling plans I was opposed 
for a long time, because I had learned from printed accounts 
that nearly all the North American rivers had very low water 
in the dry season— in which we found ourselves just now, 
and were therefore difficult to navigate. The outcome showed 
that this was in truth the case, as I will relate more fully 
below. The Ohio Canal runs from north to south, for the 
most part through unsettled, wooded stretches of country, 
which, however, have already been bought up by rich men for 
purposes of speculation. This is the reason why the land 
still lies so uncultivated. 

As long as our journey lasted on this canal, which is 306 
English miles in length, we did not experience any special 
difficulties; but when we had reached Portsmouth, where the 
canal ends, we at once had a very laborious task to perform, 
combined with considerable outlays of money, in order to 
convey our baggage to the steamer on the Ohio River, since 
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the Scioto River, which we had to cross for that purpose, was 
so low that the canal boat could not navigate it. We all had 
to begin now to unload from the canal boat the many chests 
and packages — some of them very heavy — and to load them 
up again on wagons, on which they were carried to the banks 
of the Ohio River, where of course we had to repeat the same 
arduous labor in order to get them over into the steamboat. 
We now had before us a distance of 619 English miles on this 
river before we could reach the Mississippi, into which it 
flows. The Ohio is ordinarily navigable for steamboats from 
Pittsburgh down its course for a distance of more than 970 
English miles to its outlet, but this is not the case in the dry 
season. ‘This time the river was so very low that we were 
grounded more than twenty times, and on these occasions we 
had to unload all our baggage onto barges and thereupon move 
out to the deeper places in the river, where in turn we reloaded 
them onto the steamboat as soon as it had worked itself loose, 
and this it often failed to do until after exertions lasting from 
twenty-four to thirty hours. At two places, however, it proved 
absolutely impossible for the boat to cross the shoals, and 
therefore we were forced to transfer, with all our baggage, to 
other steamboats which lay below the shoals. As a conse- 
quence, the freight charge was double the amount it would 
otherwise have been for the entire distance from Portsmouth 
to St. Louis, not to speak of provisions, with which we had to 
supply ourselves for so long a time, because of the delays of 
the journey, that the amount was five times greater than 
planned. Contrary to expectations, provisions became in part 
even more costly the farther we advanced into the country; 
thus, for example, the price of milk increased until it was 
doubled and potatoes cost from three to four piasters per 
barrel. 

As the summer heat during all this part of our trip was 
so oppressive that we perspired even while sitting still, it was 
inevitable that many of our company, as a result of such in- 
cessant and hard exertions — in which the sweat completely 
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soaked through our clothes — should be taken sick. One after 
the other was confined to his bed, and as a result the difficulties 
and labors of those who could still keep on their feet were 
yet further increased. This fate overtook even some of those 
who had already lived in America nearly three years and had 
earlier survived hard attacks of sickness as a result of the 
unaccustomed climate. It was natural that the desire to see 
an end of all these troubles grew with every day, and this 
longing was finally fulfilled when we left the Ohio and came 
into the Mississippi River. 

Before I go further in this report of my journey, I will 
merely remark for the benefit of the uninformed (for whose 
sake especially I am, in fact, writing this account) that one 
can go from Baltimore all the way to Pittsburgh on a railroad 
250 miles long and thence on steamboats down the Ohio River 
to Portsmouth, where, as I have said above, I began my trip 
on this river. As several of the German seaports, including 
also Bremen, carry on a not unimportant trade with Balti- 
more, this route is often used by the immigrants from Ger- 
many, who likewise wish to settle in the interior of the United 
States; but it may perhaps also be recommended to the Nor- 
wegians who seek the same region, partly because the entire 
distance from Baltimore to Portsmouth is more than four 
hundred miles shorter than the route from New York to that 
place, and partly because of the very much shorter time re- 
quired for the trip, for one does not need more than twelve or 
fourteen hours to traverse the above-mentioned railroad to 
Pittsburgh. 

When we left the Ohio and came into the Mississippi, as 
I have mentioned above, we found to our great astonishment 
that the volume of water in this river had risen to an unusual 
height, so that, as we were later informed, it had even flooded 
several cities situated on its banks. The cause of this, it was 
supposed, must have been either the breaking up of the ice or an 
unusually heavy rain at its sources in Canada. On this river 
we now had to put behind us a distance of more than three 
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hundred English miles. On the way we had to spend a couple 
of days in St. Louis waiting for further means of conveyance; 
but this stay gave us, meanwhile, an opportunity to make a 
few purchases which we needed for the housekeeping we were 
soon to begin, for this large commercial city was the last which 
we were to pass by. Here our guide parted from us, since 
he, together with another person, had gone outside the city 
to visit a Norseman from Trondhjem living there, and he did 
not return from this trip before the steamboat which we took 
had left. This separation caused us no trouble now, however, 
for a map of the North American Free States rendered us the 
same service with regard to the route. We reached Hannibal — 
a little town in Missouri on the banks of the Mississippi, 132 
English miles north of St. Louis — about one and one-half 
days after we had left the latter place. We had scarcely put 
our goods ashore and under shelter and arranged our simple 
sleeping quarters — after several hours of work in the middle 
of the night — when the two persons who had been left behind 
in St. Louis also arrived. From here we now had sixty miles 
to travel by land before we could reach the place in the state 
of Missouri upon which we had decided as the goal of our 
journey. For this purpose we hired two large wagons, each 
with two teams. This conveyance was very inadequate, how- 
ever, and it caused us difficulties on account of the many sick 
persons, all of whom had to ride on the wagons despite the 
fact that the baggage took up nearly all the space; and still this 
means of transportation was the most expensive we had had 
up to this time, as it cost us eight piasters a day. This high 
price we were required to pay not only for the trip out but also 
for the return journey of the drivers themselves, the cost for 
both trips being computed and paid according to the time 
which they required on this trackless route. As a natural 
consequence, all those who were moderately well had to walk. 
At last we came to the cabins of the Norwegians (for there 
are as yet no houses), which stood in a row one after another 
for a stretch of five English miles at the edge of a little 
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wood.® The sick were distributed among the cabins. But 
we now lacked everything which could serve as nourishment 
both for us and for them, yes, almost the chief necessities 
of life, with the sole exception of Indian corn, the meal of 
which is used for bread which is very dry and not very firm, 
about like the barley at home; for the little supply of provisions 
which we brought with us was soon distributed and consumed. 
All the Norwegians here were in poor circumstances, so that 
we were barely able to obtain some butter and milk — and 
even that was possible only at the beginning, for when the 
winter began there was no more to be had either here or from 
the Americans who lived nearest to us. Two of the sick died 
after a short time and the others recovered but slowly. 

At this time (the month of October) a public sale fixed by 
Congress was held of the lands hereabout, but none of the 
Norwegians, with a couple of exceptions, were wealthy enough 
to redeem even a part of the piece of land which they had taken 


®8 This settlement in Shelby County, in northeastern Missouri, was an 
offshoot of the Fox River settlement in Illinois. It was founded in the 
spring of 1837 by a party of twelve or fourteen Norwegians. An immi- 
grant of 1836 who came to the Illinois settlement has left an account of 
the circumstances which led to the Missouri venture. He and a number 
of other Norwegians who came to America in 1836 were greatly disap- 
pointed with the situation in Illinois. Toward the spring of 1837, he writes, 
“we hired a man from Stavanger district, one of the first emigrants, 
Kleng Pedersen Hesthammer, who understood the language and had 
considerable knowledge about conditions in the country. This man made 
a journey of investigation for us and reported that he had found land on 
the west side of the Mississippi River which, in his opinion, was sufficient 
and good.” About the beginning of May, 1837, these settlers moved to the 
Shelby County settlement. See Sjur Jorgensen Haaeim, Oplysninger om 
Forholdene i Nordamerika, 2 (Christiania, 1842). There has been some 
difference of opinion concerning the success of the Missouri settlement, but 
there is no doubt that it was not on the highways of population expansion 
in the upper Mississippi Valley and that after a few years it began to dis- 
integrate. That Missouri was a slave state did not add to its popularity as 
a site for a Norwegian settlement. Missouri attracted few Norwegian 
settlers; many of those who went there soon moved north into Iowa and 
some returned to Norway. An English translation of Haaeim’s Oplysninger 
will be published in volume 3 of the Norwegian-American Historical Asso- 
ciation’s Studies and Records. 
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into use and to which the users themselves have the right of 
purchase if they can pay cash money. Most of them, there- 
fore, had to move on again to uncultivated land and begin over 
again without any compensation for the improvement which 
they had made on the land save what the buyer would volun- 
tarily grant them. That they can ever in this way become 
owners of a piece of land, even supposing that they are per- 
mitted to occupy it five or six years before the auction of it is 
held, is hardly believable, for a man finds it difficult to earn 
more than he needs for the necessary support of himself and 
his family, and it therefore becomes impossible for him to hire 
workmen. Some of my countrymen who lived at this place 
told me frankly both of the trials which they themselves had 
endured and of the fate of the earlier Norwegian immigrants. 
The latter had in their time bought land on credit about thirty 
English miles from Rochester, on the shores of Lake Ontario.” 
They had suffered exceedingly from sickness, especially in the 
beginning, and this set them back considerably in their external 
circumstances. It is true that after one man had taken it upon 
himself to seek aid for them they received not a little help from 
the Americans residing in the vicinity, but a large portion of 
their gifts unfortunately went up in flames when a fire broke 
out in the house in which they were kept. The little aid which 
was again given them was far from sufficient to relieve the 
great distress, and they had to contend with straitened cir- 
cumstances for a long time before their condition was some- 
what bettered. In recent times property there, as well as in 
every place where population increases, has risen considerably 
in price. As a consequence several of these Norwegians not 
long ago sold their possessions and received fifteen or twenty 
times the amount they themselves had paid, discharged their 
debts, and then went to the state of Illinois, where they bought 
for themselves more extensive and better lands at the price 


10 This is a reference to the western New York colony that was estab- 
lished by the Norwegian immigrants of 1825. 
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fixed by Congress and in addition they also procured cattle.” 
They are now in fairly good circumstances, whereas nearly 
all the later Norwegian immigrants must support themselves 
by heavy day labor, and this they seldom endure very long as 
they nearly always become ill as a result of the hot climate, 
which wrings from them an unusually intense perspiration, the 
loss of which they must make good, after a fashion, by drink- 
ing cold water immoderately. The sicknesses arising from 
this cause usually carry off many people, and such was espe- 
cially the case the summer I spent in America. According to 
some reports, in the short period of three months from forty 
to fifty of my countrymen in La Salle County alone are said to 
have died and of the whole population in that county not less 
than fourteen hundred people. 

In all the places through which I traveled by land, the soil 
appeared to be more or less fertile. In the Mississippi Valley 
the mould was as deep as six feet at some places and was very 
rich. When I came outside this valley I found it only from 
one-half to one and one-half feet deep and less rich; neverthe- 
less it yields different kinds of grain for several years in suc- 
cession without needing fertilizing. This is the case also at 
the place in Missouri where I stayed, which was situated fifty 
English miles west of Palmyra. Here maize and buckwheat 
thrive remarkably well and wheat and rye indifferently; the 


11 One of the New York settlers, Gjert G. Hovland, in a letter written 

on April 22, 1835, gives some particulars on this point: “ Six families of the 
Norwegians who had settled in this place sold their farms last summer and 
moved farther west in the country to a place which is called Ellenaais. . 
I sold my land last summer, in July, 1834, and by the transaction earned in 
cash the sum of five hundred dollars. I have now decided to buy one 
hundred and sixty acres, an amount which can be paid for with two 
hundred dollars. The eight Norwegian families still in this neighborhood 
desire to sell their land as soon as they can, and to move west.” A tran- 
script of this letter, which was written to Torjuls A. Meland, made from 
the original in the church archives of Ullensvang, Norway, is in the posses- 
sion of the Minnesota Historical Society. The entire letter is translated 
into English in the Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 2:68-74 (June, 
1922). 
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two latter grains succeed better in the more northern and 
eastern states, however, as the summer heat is more temperate 
there. The crop of oats is ordinarily small and is used only 
for fodder; barley very seldom thrives. The state of Missouri 
is especially suitable for raising cattle and hogs, since the fields 
are suited by nature for that purpose not only because of the 
luxuriant wild grass, which grows by itself everywhere, but 
also because of the fairly large amount of fruits fallen from 
the trees, which lie in the woods. 

The stretches of woods usually follow the courses of the 
rivers and brooks and traverse, with them, the great plain of 
which the country is composed. The most common tree which 
the forests of Missouri as well as those of the bordering states 
contain is the oak, of which there are a half score of different 
kinds; this tree ordinarily attains a good size, for the circum- 
ference of the trunk not seldom measures from three to four 
ells and it produces the most suitable material for building. 
Quite often, furthermore, one comes across a tree called the 
hickory, the trunk of which is somewhat thinner and straighter 
than that of the oak, and it attains the same height as the 
latter. It produces a fruit which has a striking similarity 
to our walnuts, the kernel having the same appearance and 
taste as these. The wood of this tree is used chiefly for fuel 
and possesses the excellent quality, not found in other kinds 
of wood, of burning just as well in the newly cut state as when 
it has been dried out. The so-called black walnut tree is also 
found, though in much smaller quantity, its wood, on ac- 
count of its great similarity in appearance to the mahogany, 
being used mainly by carpenters for furniture. Somewhat 
more frequently, especially in the state of Ohio, one meets 
with a fourth kind of tree, known as the sycamore, which in 
circumference as well as in height considerably surpasses all 
the above-mentioned kinds, as the trunk sometimes attains a 
diameter which approaches twenty feet, which consequently 
makes a circumference of about sixty feet. The wood, which 
is white in color, is usually cut up into boards. 
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Despite the fact that most regions to a greater or less degree 
are well supplied with building materials, still it seldom hap- 
pens that any of the immigrants are able to provide themselves 
with a respectable dwelling house. The reason for this con- 
dition must be sought partly in the unusually high wages — a 
result of the fact that there are not many workers skilled in the 
building business — and partly in the circumstances that the 
prices of all tools required for this work are generally from 
three to four times as high as they are here in Norway. The 
expenses of the journey and the cost of the land and of the 
most necessary implements for its cultivation swallow up ordi- 
narily the largest part of the fortune which they brought with 
them from Europe, and they have to use the part that rernains 
to supply themselves with food and clothes until the cultivated 
land can provide them: with the necessary subsistence. This 
good fortune falls to the lot of but a very small number of 
them, however, for most, upon their arrival at their destina- 
tion, must at once for lack of money try to provide for their 
maintenance by coarse and heavy labor. And even if they are 
able in this way, because of the high wages, to earn a little 
more than a common laborer in Europe, the necessaries in food 
and clothing, on the other hand, are much more costly over 
there than among us. 

Of the different kinds of game found in the woods may be 
mentioned particularly : deer, which are somewhat smaller than 
ours and can be met with all the year round; turkeys and sev- 
eral kinds of chickens, which likewise are found at all times; 
geese and swans and the like, which, on the other hand, are 
found only in the spring and the fall. Of beasts of prey there 
is only a kind of small wolf about the size of a fox, which, 
strangely enough, does no damage to the cattle. 

It is worth remarking, further, that as natural riches one 
finds not infrequently very considerable stores of wild honey 
which is not inferior in good taste to that gathered by tame 
bees. Since so many tracts of land are not yet settled and 
therefore lie altogether uncultivated, the right is consequently 
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open to anyone to take possession of what he can discover in 
that respect. These finds have often been so great that it has 
been possible at one place to fill with honey a vessel of the size 
of an anker. This naturally has caused many to take up bee- 
keeping, which is generally carried on with very good success. 

I have remarked above that as soon as we arrived at the place 
to which our guide led us we had to struggle with many wants 
and privations. Thus it came about that I, as a newcomer, 
through ignorance was beguiled into buying at the above-men- 
tioned auction a piece of land which —as I learned afterward 
and therefore too late — was of such a nature that I could not, 
with any security, have the hope of gaining my future liveli- 
hood from it. The time from my arrival until the auction was 
held was in fact so short that, owing to other business, I did 
not get time personally to examine the property, which con- 
sisted for the most part of woods, and for this reason I was 
forced to accept guidance and advice from others. Their 
assurances were founded on the belief that all the remaining 
usable land to be put up at auction had already been taken into 
use by native Americans who, owing to their better circum- 
stances, would doubtless know enough to avail themselves of 
their prior right of purchase. This idea, I learned later, was 
wrong, for after the sale had been held it was discovered that 
at a distance of not more than four miles from us there was 
a not inconsiderable stretch of good land, some of it with 
woods upon it and some without, which had not yet been taken 
into use by anyone. Since I, according to the conditions of 
the auction, had immediately paid the government the purchase 
price for the piece I bought and in this way had been parted 
from nearly the whole of my little fund of cash, it was now 
impossible for me to get another and a better piece of land 
without first having sold and received the money for that which 
I had already bought. This I did in fact, but I had to agree 
from time to time to delays in the payments. In a plight such 
as the one in which I now found myself I had to learn, all too 
soon, that nothing remained for me but the choice either of 
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gaining my daily living by ordinary work for strangers or else 
of using the few skillings that I still had left to defray if pos- 
sible the expenses of my return journey to Europe. As I did 
not feel strong enough in this unaccustomed climate to be able 
to choose the first, the decision ripened more and more within 
me to return to my native land, and to this resolution other 
circumstances at that place also prompted me. These were in 
part of a kind not equally oppressive to everyone, nor are they 
ascribed any great importance; but in my case they soon were 
rather specially felt. As a result of the free and almost law- 
less state in which all the inhabitants of the North American 
Free States outside the cities live, regular churches and ap- 
pointed ministers are equally scarce, and the few places where 
there perchance may be found houses for public worship and 
ministers chosen by the congregations themselves are extreme- 
ly few and very far apart. 

In the following year, 1839, at Easter time, after having 
lived in the state of Missouri for a period of six months, I set 
out upon my return journey and was accompanied by my two 
brothers as far as the banks of the Mississippi, whence they 
again returned to their places of residence. After a trip of a 
day and a half on a steamboat down the river, I reached St. 
Louis, where after a stay of two days, in order to meet a Norse- 
man who had settled in Illinois and who likewise intended to 
return to his native country, although only for a visit, I took 
another boat which went back a short distance to the mouth of 
the Illinois River and continued the journey up this entire 
river. I was forced to take the roundabout route which I have 
described because the first steamboat on which I embarked was 
bound for St. Louis. The journey up the Illinois River pre- 
sented to the eye an unusually expansive and beautiful view. 
Nearly everywhere its banks on both sides were very low and 
vast boundless plains which were entirely bare of woods bor- 
dered directly on the river, which in the rainy season not seldom 
floods whole stretches of land and makes them in many places 
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uninhabitable. When we had only seventy English miles left 
of our trip on this river, we had the misfortune of having the 
paddleshaft of the steamer suddenly break in two, so that we 
were barely able — and that only by using the one wheel — to 
reach the nearest bank. I as well as the other passengers had 
to wait here for the arrival of another steamboat which was 
just then expected. We all embarked upon it and in the course 
of several hours arrived at a little town called Utica, where 
I went ashore. From here I went on foot a distance of twenty- 
two English miles to the place where my prospective traveling 
companion, in addition to a great number of other Norwegians, 
lived. Here I met also some of the Norwegians who had 
emigrated by way of Bergen two years before and who first 
settled farther south in Illinois at Beaver Creek, but who, after 
student Rynning and many others died as a result of the un- 
healthful climate, fled from their houses and lands after having 
lost nearly everything they owned. Since I had left my bag- 
gage in Utica, I turned back again the following day with oxen 
and wagon to fetch it. Meanwhile the news of my arrival had 
spread among the Norwegians employed in the public canal 
work. Several of these came running to meet me on the road, 
partly to hear news from their homes and partly to give me 
information about their varying conditions and circumstances ; 
and not a few of them expressed regret at having left their 
native land. 

After a stay of six days I departed in company with my new 
traveling companion from the little Norwegian colony just 
mentioned, which is situated twelve English miles north of the 
outlet of the Fox River into the Illinois River, and we con- 
tinued our journey overland sixty-five English miles north- 
ward to Chicago. On this trip we traveled seven English miles 


12 This was the Fox River settlement in La Salle County, Illinois. 

13 For an account of the Beaver Creek settlement see Theodore C. 
Blegen, Ole Rynning’s True Account of America, to ff. (Norwegian- 
American Historical Association, Travel and Description Series, volume 1) 
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across a plain which, as far as the eye could see, was so flat that 
it almost resembled a lake. It is said that this plain is covered 
with water the greater part of the year, but it is not so deep but 
that one can make one’s way through it with horses and 
wagons. About in the center of the plain stands a lonely inn 
to receive and lodge travelers and to direct them on their way. 
Chicago is a city founded fairly recently, which is still growing 
rapidly owing to its favorable commercial location on Lake 
Michigan, a circumstance which in time will certainly make it 
a connecting or central point for the important trade between 
New York and New Orleans when the canal between the IIli- 
nois River and Lake Michigan, which is under construction, is 
completed. Since it is necessary to cut through a terrain of 
only 110 English miles in length, which is very suitable for 
digging, the entire project in all probability may be expected to 
be completed in two or at the most three years, and then a 
transportation route will be opened which will exceed in length 
all others of this kind; indeed, perhaps there will never here- 
after be another like it in all North America, since, by a con- 
tinuous water route one can travel from New York by way of 
the Hudson River, the Erie Canal, Lakes Erie, Huron, and 
Michigan, and the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers all the way 
to New Orleans, near the Gulf of Mexico, a route which can be 
estimated to be a distance of 3,100 English miles. In addition 
to the above-mentioned canal, the construction of a railroad 
running parallel to it is also being undertaken, in order to pro- 
vide a means of communication by land. 

Though Chicago not more than five or six years ago con- 
sisted of only a few simple log houses, one can now see there 
more than four hundred respectable buildings on foundations, 
a fact which sufficiently indicates its rapid progress. Here we 
awaited the arrival of a steamer from the eastern states which 
was to transport us across the three lakes, Michigan, Huron, 
and Erie, to the city of Buffalo on the shores of the last-named 
lake. During all this portion of the journey practically nothing 
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worth noting happened, except that during our journey on 
Lake Michigan we were compelled, because of a hard storm, to 
put in one night at a harbor, where a considerable supply of fire- 
wood was taken on for running the engine; and that I had an 
opportunity, upon the trip through the river which unites Lake 
Huron with Erie, to view the nearby city of Detroit, which at 
the present time is still the most considerable of all the commer- 
cial cities situated on these lakes. After a trip of ten or eleven 
days we arrived safely at Buffalo, where we at once resumed 
our journey by a canal boat through the Erie Canal to the city 
of Albany. I now had a better opportunity than upon my first 
trip to examine closely this remarkable canal, which not far 
from Buffalo passes through a mountain for a stretch of nearly 
eight miles, where it has been necessary to dig the channel step 
by step. At the end of this mountain, where the course of the 
canal leads down a fairly steep hill, it has been necessary to 
build four locks with double accommodations, so that one 
boat can pass down the locks while another goes up, without 
obstructing each other. This gigantic work is said to have 
cost about three million piasters. Indeed, at two places the 
canal was constructed above fairly wide rivers at a height of 
twenty and thirty ells from their water levels, and the canal 
itself, as well as the huge pillars — erected from the bottom of 
the river — upon which it rested, was put together with 
rough-hewn square stones joined with water-tight cement; 
from a distance these pillars gave the canal the appearance of 
a bridge. On a stretch of about two miles in length, not very 
far from Albany, we passed through not less than eighteen 
locks which, like those mentioned above, were all constructed 
of large square stones. One can therefore assume with a fair 
degree of certainty that the construction of this canal has made 
it, to say the least, one of the most costly among all those which 
have been built in America; in a period of less than fourteen 
years since its completion, however, it has already brought its 
owners a sum so great that it exceeds by ten million piasters all 
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the expenses incurred. The steadily increasing traffic on the 
canal has therefore induced the shareholders to let it be doubled 
in width in order to make it passable for steamboats, and they 
have already begun to carry out this plan. For this purpose 
several thousand men have been put to work at different places 
from one end of the canal to the other. 

We reached Albany from Buffalo after seven days had 
passed, and on the following day we embarked upon the steam- 
boat to go down the Hudson River to New York. Without 
remaining in this expensive place longer than was absolutely 
necessary for the purchase of the provisions and other things 
required for the long sea voyage ahead of us and after having 
obtained from the Norwegian-Swedish consul the information 
that a Swedish brig ready for sea and bound for the Baltic lay 
at the pier, we went aboard it, shipped our baggage, and two 
days later, when the wind was favorable, put to sea. This 
crossing, during which we had to go through a couple of 
storms, nevertheless was made on the whole successfully and 
speedily so that at the end of five weeks we reached the Elsinore 
harbor. We were lucky enough on the following morning to 
find here by inquiry among the many ships lying at anchor one 
which was just ready to sail for Bergen. On this one we em- 
barked and were so fortunate as to reach the harbor of Tanan- 
ger eight days later. From there I went on to my native 
city, Stavanger, happy and thanking God, who had brought me 
so safely and well through my many and wearisome travels. 


I have now described the most important of the experiences 
which I have had during my stay in America and on the travels 
connected therewith. If in telling about the latter I have been 
guilty of any diffuseness, I must ask the reader’s kind forbear- 
ance. I can at least assure him that I have in no matter 
departed from the truth, just as I have in the main presented 
all in sequence, in order to enlighten the more uninformed of 
my countrymen who might wish similarly to try their luck in 
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that part of the world, concerning the much costly as well as 
laborious travel that is necessary; and if possible to convince 
them that the North American states are far from offering 
their new immigrants all the advantages of which so many like 
to dream after they have been humbugged by several encourag- 
ing and alluring, but incorrect, descriptions of the fate and 
present circumstances of the earlier emigrants. The country 
can indeed be said to be good and fertile, but while lands are 
obtainable nowadays only in the interior states, for example 
in Missouri, for a somewhat reasonable price, unfortunately it 
very seldom happens that a Norwegian is lucky enough to at- 
tain any prosperity; for the unaccustomed climate — in which 
all the less prosperous must work — puts them all, without ex- 
ception, on the sickbed after a longer or a shorter time, and 
they are able to leave it only after a half or sometimes a whole 
year. What especially increases the destructive effect of the 
usual summer heat is the fact that the warm days are always 
followed by cold damp nights throughout the entire summer, 
and this circumstance alone ought to make it very questionable 
for anyone —and especially for the head of a family — to 
go there. At any rate one ought to consider the truly not 
inconsiderable fortune which is required not merely to meet 
the expenses of the journey but also to supply land and tools 
in addition to food and clothing during the fairly long period 
which must elapse before the ground can adequately repay 
the sweat of its tiller. 

There may perhaps be those who believe that I, as one un- 
accustomed to such exertion and hardships, have described 
them in colors altogether too strong, but as to this I must 
remark on the one hand that for a period of about fifteen years 
in my native country I occupied a position in which constant 
heavy labor was required; on the other, that it is not only my 
own experiences which support me in this matter, but the testt- 
mony of a great many of my countrymen in America, which, 
with some few exceptions, was quite in accord with what I 
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myself experienced. A certain Dr. Gottfried Duden in Ger- 
many, who has lived for a period of about four years in the 
interior of the United States, makes, in a publication which he 
has not long since issued, the estimate, based upon actual 
experiences, that barely one out of eight of the German immi- 
grants sees his expectations in some measure fulfilled.* 


14In yolumes 12 and 13 of the Missouri Historical Review, (October, 
1917 — April, 1919), William K. Bek presents an English translation of 
“ Gottfried Duden’s ‘ Report,’ 1824-1827.” 








